268              THE  COLLECTED  WORKS  OF  MAHATMA  GANDHI
lahs could not, on their own initiative, declare jehad. Maulana
Abdul Bari has certainly condemned the Moplah excesses.
But what though the Mussulmans did not condemn them?
Hindu-Muslim friendship is not a bargain. The very word friend-
ship excludes any such idea. If we have acquired the national
habit, the Moplah is every what a countryman as a Hindu. Hin-
dus may not attach greater weight to Moplah fanaticism than to
Hindu fanaticism. If instead of the Moplahs, Hindus had vio-
lated Hindu homes in Malabar, against whom would the com-
plaint be lodged ? Hindus have to find out a remedy against such
occurrences, as much as the Mussulmans. When a Hindu or a
Mussulman does evil, it is evil done by an Indian to an Indian,
and each one of us must personally share the blame and try to
remove the evil. There is no other meaning to unity than this.
Nationalism is nothing, if it is not at least this. Nationalism is
greater than sectarianism. And in that sense we are Indians first
and Hindus, Mussulmans, Parsis, Christians after.
Whilst, therefore, we may regret Maulana Hasrat Mohani's
attitude on the Moplah question, we must not blame the Mussul-
mans as a whole, nor must we blame the Maulana as a Mussulman.
We should deplore the fact that one Indian does not see the
obvious wrong that our other brethren have done. There is no
unity, if we must continuously look at things communally.
Critics may say, "All this is sheer nonsense, because it is so
inconsistent with facts. It is visionary." But my contention is that
we shall never achieve solidarity unless new facts are made to suit
the principle, instead of performing the impossible feat of changing
the principle to suit existing facts. I see nothing impossible in
Hindus, as Indians, trying to wean the Moplahs, as Indians, from
their error. I see nothing impossible in asking the Hindus to
develop courage and strength to die before accepting forced con-
version. I was delighted to be told that there were Hindus who
did prefer the Moplah hatchet to forced conversion. If these have
died without anger or malice., they have died as truest Hindus
because they were truest among Indians and men. And thus would
these men have died even if their persecutors had been Hindus
instead of Mussulmans. Hindu-Muslim unity will be a very cheap
and tawdry affair, if it has to depend upon mere reciprocation.
Is a husband's loyalty dependent upon the wife's, or may a wife
be faithless because the husband is a rake? Marriage will be a
sordid thing when the partners treat their conduct as a matter of
exchange^ pure and simple. Unity is like marriage. It is more
necessary for a husband to draw closer to his wife when she is